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24
th

 ANNUAL APWA ILLINOIS  

CHAPTER SNOW ROADEO 

NORMAL, ILLINOIS 

 

 

 

SPONSORED BY:  American Public Works Association Illinois Chapter 

 

SUPPORTED BY:  IDOT and Illinois Technology Transfer Center 

 

COMMITTEE:  Arnie Morrison- Champaign  

    Wayne Aldrich - Normal 

    Jim Karch- Bloomington 

Eric Schmitt – McLean County 

    Mike Bartels- Moline 

    Gwen Montgomery- IDOT 

 

DATE:    Friday, September 12, 2014 

 

LOCATION:   Crossroads Center, 464 Wylie Drive, Normal, IL 61761 

 

PURPOSE: Through a series of competitive tests, the Roadeo is 

designed to determine each team’s knowledge of  

 “Rules of the Road” and safety alertness and efficiency, 

 as well as skill in handling a snowplow equipped 

 vehicle through a marked course. 

 

COMPONENTS:  Written Test  100 Points 

    Circle of Safety 100 Points 

    Obstacle Course 360 Points 

 

COMPETITION   Each competing team will consist of two individuals. Both  

TEAMS:   team members will take the written test and will drive 

    together through the obstacle course.  

 

EQUIPMENT:  An approved truck will be provided if needed. You are  

    welcome to bring your own, as per specifications listed 

    below: 

Standard configuration dump truck (25,000 lbs. 

GVW). No cab-over, and minimum cab to axle 

distance of 80 inches, equipped with a minimum 10 

ft. snowplow (either one-way or reversible). A salt 

spreader is not required. 
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AWARDS:   The following awards will be presented: 

 Traveling trophy for overall winning team 

 APWA Snow Roadeo clothing items for each 

member of the 1
st
, 2

nd
 and 3

rd
 place teams. A plaque 

sent to the winning city/entity. 

 APWA Snow Roadeo clothing items for team high 
scores (Obstacle Course, Written Test and Circle of 

Safety). A plaque sent to the winning city/entity.  

 Plaque for “Best Dressed” plow 

 Hats for all registered participants 
 

TRAVELING TROPHY: The traveling trophy lists the names of the teams with the  

    Overall high score and will reside at the winning Public 

    Works Department until the next Snow Roadeo.  

 

WRITTEN TEST:  The written test will consist of 50 multiple choice and  

    true/false questions on knowledge of safe driving rules 

    and snow and ice removal techniques. Each question will 

    be worth 1 point. To determine the team score, the drivers’ 

    individual scores will be combined. A total of 100 points is  

    possible per team.  

     

    In addition, there will be 5 bonus questions. The bonus  

    questions will not  be counted in the overall total score, but 

    will be used as the first place tie-breaker in the written test  

    circle of safety test. The test must be completed in 45  

    minutes.  

 

CIRCLE OF SAFETY: This will consist of a truck with 20 operational defects.  

    Each defect will be worth 5 points for a 100 point total 

    value. These defects may be found on the plow, hitch, 

    spreader, in the hydraulic system and on the truck itself. 

    One team member shall be responsible for writing the 20  

    defects on the “Circle of Safety Defect Sheet”. The team 

    members will have 5 minutes to locate as many of the  

    defects as possible. The judges will act as timekeepers  

    only. 

 

OBSTACLE COURSE: There are 9 obstacles in the course, plus a time completed  

    element. Each obstacle is worth 40 points. The individual 

    obstacles are: 

 

1. PARKED VEHICLE: Object is to plow closely 

around and between two parked vehicles. There are 
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three separate markers with points off if more than 

12” from marker #1 and #2 and points off if more 

than 18” from marker #3, or if markers are hit. 

 

2. INSIDE CURVE: Object is to maintain right dual 

tires (passenger side) throughout curve as close as 

possible to markers. Points off if more than 12” 

from any marker or if markers are hit. 

 

 

3. OFFSET ALLEY: Object is to maneuver through 

the limited space of the offset without hitting any 

makers. 

 

4. SERPENTINE: Object is to weave truck forward 

and backward through serpentine. Points off for 

hitting markers, or if any of the wheels of the truck 

cross outside of marks on pavement on each side of 

marker. 

 

5. DRIVER EXCHANGE: Object is to give both 

operators an equal chance to drive on the obstacle 

course. The driver who completes the serpentine 

must pull up to stop mark, set emergency brake and 

sound horn. The judges will hold the truck in place 

for 30 seconds to allow drivers to change places. 

No points are given for this item; however, failure 

to change seats is an automatic deduction of 40 

points. Judge will signal driver when time has 

elapsed and the team can proceed with the course. 

 

6. BACKING: Object is to back truck on straight line 

as close as possible to an end marker. Driver 

should put in neutral and sound horn. Points off for 

hitting either side or end marker. No points off if 

truck stops within 6” of end marker; points off for 

every inch more than 6” away from end marker. 

Driver must remain stopped for judges to measure 

distance. Judge will signal driver when measuring 

is complete. 

 

7. STRAIGHT LINE: Object is to maneuver through 

the tennis balls with the right (passenger) set of 

tires without hitting balls. Points off for hitting 

balls or leaning out of window. 
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8. OUTSIDE CURVE: Object is to maintain corner of 

plow blade throughout curve as close as possible to 

markers. Points off if more than 12” from markers, 

or if markers are hit. 

 

9. STOPPING ACCURACY: Object is to stop truck 

and drop snowplow to ground with corner of plow 

blade as close as possible to white line on ground. 

Points off for every inch plow blade is past or 

behind white line. 

 

10. TIME: Object is to complete the course as quickly 

as possible while maintaining accuracy at each 

individual obstacle. The time it takes each team to 

complete the course will be measured and points 

will be deducted for slower times. The driver must 

drive in a safe, controlled manner in order to 

maintain accuracy at each obstacle, but not too 

slow to give another driver the edge. Time will 

start when the judge says “GO” at obstacle #1 and 

the time will be stopped when the snowplow blade 

touches the ground at the stopping accuracy 

obstacle.  

 

“BEST DRESSED” 

TRUCK/SNOW PLOW:  If artwork related to a snow related theme is   

exhibited on a snow plow, it is eligible to compete 

in a “Best Dressed” truck/snow plow competition. 

Drivers will be given ballots to vote for their 

favorite “Best Dressed” snow plow. The snow plow 

with the most votes will be crowned the winner.  


