May 2019 Region V
From the Executive Office
APWA Board Member Affirmation Process is now open.

Director’s Message
I just looked back at what I wrote 12 months ago and I
asked, “What did you learn today?” I could probably
follow the question with what was written by me 12
months ago.
The months of April and May have been busy in Region
V. As one that serves on the Advisory Committee to
both the Illinois Public Service Institute and the Midwest Advanced Public Service Institute, I found myself
volunteering in Effingham, Illinois and New Buffalo,
Michigan for a week each. I managed to get over to
Sharonville, Ohio for the Ohio Chapter Southwest
Branch Expo as well as the Illinois Chapter Annual
Conference. All of the educational sessions that I attended were outstanding. Unfortunately, I was unable to get
to the Wisconsin Chapter Spring Conference as it occurred while I was at IPSI At each location, I get the
benefit to meet with you the Chapter Leaders that I
know and new ones that represent the passionate fabric
of our membership.
I and the Association are grateful for your volunteer
participation in this organization. I am and will continue
to be an advocate for the Chapters and supporting them
in the efforts that they believe are in the best interests of
their Chapter members. As always, I am available to
discuss your thoughts, opinions and concerns.
I hope all of you will be celebrating National Public
Works Week to its fullest potential. I will be attending
the Michigan Chapter’s Great Lakes Expo.

May 15 marks the start of the final stage to select members
of the APWA Board Directors for the President-Elect, Director-at-Large for Fleet and Facilities, and Region I, II, V,
VI and VIII Director positions. Since there will be only one
candidate on the ballot along with the ability to write in
another candidate, we have begun to call the process an
“affirmation” rather than an election. By participating in
this online process, members are validating the work of the
National and Regional Nominating Committees who carefully reviewed the qualifications, experience, and suitability of each candidate before making their selection. The
affirmation closes June 12, 2019.
For information on the candidates as well as the selection
process, see the May issue of The Reporter. Questions can
be directed to Teresa Hon (thon@apwa.net or 816-5955224).
Membership
There are 38 chapters eligible to submit for the PACE
(Presidential Award for Chapter Excellence). Chapters
must submit by June 3 and those that will receive the
PACE will be notified the first week of July. The chapters
that receive the PACE will be recognized at the awards ceremony on Monday, September 9 in Seattle.
The 2019 Top Ten Public Works Leaders of the Year
are highlighted in the May issue of The APWA Reporter.
Membership total at the end of April was 30,038. Here in
Region V we are down 115 members this FY. The Mem-

bership and Engagement Department will provide a
report on an overall membership strategy for the
Board of Directors at the June meeting and will share
extensively with chapters over the summer. I would appreciate any input from Region V Chapter Leaders on any
thoughts and ideas regarding membership building.

Staff from the Membership and Engagement Department

are available to support Chapters on-site at executive
committee meetings or annual conferences. Staff can facilitate training upon request for strategic planning, annual planning, and leadership, or present on association or
membership topics. Please contact Tammy Bennett,
Director, at tbennett@apwa.net or (816) 595-5260 to discuss Chapter needs and scheduling.

March 19, 2019 and other measures, was introduced and
read for the first time in the House of Commons and, following its second reading there, will be referred to the
House Standing Committee on Finance. This Bill includes the items introduced by Finance Minister Morneau
in the budget he tabled in the House on March 19, which
contains several items of interest to CPWA.

Save the Date! The annual Chapter Leaders Forum is
scheduled for 3 p.m. on Sunday, September 8 in Seattle.
The agenda is being put together now. More details will
be forthcoming.

Center for Sustainability (C4S)
In the Know

The Council of Chapters' summer meeting will take
place on Saturday, September 7 in Seattle at the Westin
Seattle Hotel. APWA Staff and the Council of Chapters
Steering Committee have worked hard to create a schedule that would allow as much collaboration time with the
Technical Committees as possible.

C4S continues to highlight sustainable practices monthly
on APWA’s home page. Recent “In the Know” examples
have included:
• April 2019 – Fairfax County, VA Uses Crushed Glass in

Construction Project

Struggling to navigate and update your chapter website
using the national template? Well struggle no more! The
webinar “How to use your Chapter Website” will be
held at 1:30 p.m. Central time on Thursday, May 16. This
webinar will provide you with the tools and resources to
get started on your chapter website template. Learn how
to create pages, committees, job postings, menus, events,
and update your homepage. Ashley Wilson, the Associate
Director of Membership, will show you how to manage
your events through the chapter website for your small
events to some of your larger ones. You won’t want to
miss this interactive webinar and get all your chapter
website questions answered. Go to apwa.net/myapwa/
events/event_display.aspx?eventkey=19clweb for more
information and/or to register.

• March 2019 – Sioux Falls, SD uses grant program to

meet goals of Sustainability Master Plan

• February 2019 – St. Petersburg, FL codifies requirement

that city facilities be designed and constructed sustainably

Feel free to share your tips and practices for a more sustainable future by contacting Anne Jackson at ajackson@apwa.net.
Sustainability Blog
C4S has identified monthly themes to guide its highlights
of sustainability-related events, tools, and resources
throughout the year. Visit the C4S Sustainability
Works blog for more information.

Canadian Public Works Association (CPWA)
The House of Commons will rise for a one-week break on
May 17 before returning May 27.

Chapter Outreach

The CPWA Board of Directors held its annual meeting in
Ottawa April 29-30, including meetings to share CPWA’s
2019 public policy priorities with several partner associations, federal government staff, and Members of Parliament focused on infrastructure:
• Marco Mendicino, MP, Parliamentary Secretary to
the Minister of Infrastructure
• Joseph Pickerill, Chief of Staff to the Minister of Infrastructure
• Sheri Benson, MP, NDP Deputy Leader
• The Honourable Bernadette Jordan, Minister of Rural
Economic Development
• David Hurl, Senior Policy Advisor to the Minister of
Public Safety
• The Transportation Association of Canada
• The Federation of Canadian Municipalities

C4S hosts quarterly conference calls for Chapter Sustainability Liaisons. The remaining calls scheduled for 2019:

On April 8, Bill C-97, An Act to implement certain provisions of the budget tabled (introduced) in Parliament on

Check out the C4S Sustainability Toolkit (accessible from
the
C4S
Resources
page
or
http://

•
•
•

Tuesday June 25, 2019 at 4:00 PM ET – Presentation
Topic: Chapter Best Practices
Tuesday September 24, 2019 at 4:00 PM ET –
Presentation Topic: Small Cell Technology
Tuesday December 10, 2019 at 4:00 PM ET –
Presentation Topic: TBD

C4S is looking for liaisons to share their experiences with
outreach to chapter members about sustainability. If you
have something to share feel free to join a quarterly call.
We would love to hear from you! For more information,
contact Anne Jackson at ajackson@apwa.net.
C4S Sustainability Toolkit
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sustainabilitytoolkit.apwa.net/). Have a resource you’d like ing Senator Bill Cassidy (R-LA) and Representative Scott
to contribute? Contact Anne Jackson at ajack- Peters (D-CA).
son@apwa.net.
On May 15, APWA Government Affairs Media Manager
Emily Dowsett served as a panel judge for the American
Institute for Sustainable Infrastructure (ISI)
Association of Port Authorities 2019 Communications
Awards Program.
Anthony Kane Appointed Acting President and CEO.
On May 16, APWA Associate Nahid Paiman and APWA
Director of Government Affairs Andrea Eales attended a
On March 4, ISI's Board of Directors announced the apseminar on “Workers and the Innovation Age.” The event
pointment of Anthony Kane as the new Acting President
and CEO. On March 11, Melissa Peneycad was appointed is being hosted by The Hill, a political newspaper and website.
ISI's Acting Managing Director.
The APWA Government Affairs team is looking to expand
the Advocacy Ambassadors program. The program originated from the Advocacy Task Force under the Council of
Chapters. Advocacy Ambassadors is intended to build a
network of APWA members who advocate on behalf of the
organization at the local, state, and federal levels. We are
working to identify an Ambassador in each US APWA
chapter, and are looking for interested members. Please
spread the word to all APWA members. If they are interested in participating, contact APWA Government Affairs
Manager Sean Garcia at sgarcia@apwa.net for more information.

• Recently announced Envision Project Awards
• Power Distribution Improvements at Bowery Bay

Wastewater Resource Recovery Facility

• Huntington Levee project in Fairfax County, Virginia
• Naples Bay Restoration and Water Quality Improve-

ments at the Cove

• Reconstruction of Oregon Avenue

Government Affairs

If your chapter is interested in hosting an advocacy training
session this year, please be sure to contact Andrea Eales,
APWA’s Government Affairs Director at aeales@apwa.net
or 202-218-6730. The APWA Government Affairs team is
happy to customize a training session in advocacy, and include media as well, to empower your chapter members in
successfully advocating on behalf of public works to elected officials and the media. The sessions include an overview of the available APWA advocacy resources and an
update on what is happening on Capitol Hill and in federal
agencies that may impact public works.

During National Public Works Week, APWA Government Affairs will be hosting two events on Capitol Hill in
conjunction with the House Public Works and Infrastructure Caucus. On May 21, there will be a roundtable
breakfast for Congressional Members and staff to hear
from APWA members about public works and the workforce. Then on May 23, we will host our annual “Donuts
and Trucks” event in partnership with the D.C. Department of Public Works. These two events bring opportunities for Congress to learn more about APWA and National Public Works Week, as well as our public policy priorities: Transportation, Water Resiliency, and Emergency
Management and Response.

APWA NEEDS YOUR STORIES! Please remember
to Tell Your Story through the APWA “Tell Your
Story” project. Simply go to the Government Affairs
tab at www.apwa.net and click on “Tell Your Story.”
Also, please be sure to follow @APWAGOVAFFAIRS on Twitter for current information about Capitol Hill events and activities.

APWA Government Affairs has organized a work group
comprised of a few APWA members from the Government Affairs Committee (GAC) and the Transportation
Technical Committee to review the current Fixing America’s Surface Transportation (FAST) Act (Public Law 114
-94). The FAST Act expires in September 2020, and
though APWA has a Transportation public policy statement, it was determined by the GAC that a separate and
in-depth review of current law was needed and developing a statement specifically for reauthorization to communicate APWA’s requests to Congress and the Trump
Administration for the next surface transportation reauthorization law would be beneficial. The work group is
meeting by conference call every three weeks to draft a
new policy statement. That draft will be reviewed and,
hopefully, approved by the APWA Board of Directors
during their meeting at PWX in Seattle in September.

Outreach
PAWS Print 2019 now available for FREE for your
outreach efforts in your community!
This 12-page newspaper created for students in grades K–5
contains stories, fun facts, illustrations, activities, and
much more for students to learn all about public works!
To download your newspaper for elementary students in
your community, Go to apwa.net/library/
discoverpublicworks/outreach/pawsprint2019_final.pdf

On May 7, APWA Government Affairs Manager Marty
Williams attended a 2019 Hill Watch policy event featur-

Education & Credentialing
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Follow the Education and Credentialing Department
via our new blog for innovative and ground-breaking
education content, newly released program announcements, career development insights, and much
more.
Accreditation
A re-accreditation site visit was held for the City of Tacoma, WA and their accreditation has been officially
renewed. Workshops were held in Des Moines, IA and
for the New England Chapter in Hartford, CT.
Upcoming May site visits include:
• Re-Accreditation – City of Westerville, OH
• Re-Accreditation – Bowling Green, KY
Self-Assessment Workshops are scheduled for:
• City of Menlo Park, CA
Certifications
During our most recent March testing block, we had one
individual earn their CPFP, ten individuals pass the CPII
exam and one individual earned their CPWP-M credential. If you are interested in one of our certification programs, please submit your eligibility application to certification@apwa.net.
In acknowledgement of the valuable training by the Public Works Institutes, PWI graduates get a $50 discount
on their exam fee for the CPWP-S and the CPWP-M.
If you would like more information on the CPII
(Certified Public Infrastructure Inspector), the CPFP
(Certified Public Fleet Professional), the CSM (Certified
Stormwater Manager), the CPWP-M (Certified Public
Works Professional-Management) or the CPWP-S
(Certified Public Works Professional-Supervision)
please contact certification@apwa.net.
Click, Listen & Learn
Upcoming Click, Listen & Learn webinars:
• Small Cell - A Municipal Perspective, on May 23,

2019 presented by the UPROW Committee.

• Asset Management Past, Present, and Future - What's

next?, on June 27, 2019 presented by the Asset Management Committee.

• Suspicious Activity Reporting (SAR) The Importance

of "If you See Something, Say Something" in Public
Works, on August 15, 2019 presented by the Emergency Management Committee. (This was previously
scheduled on January 24, 2019 but due to government
shutdown had to be rescheduled.)

Recordings of the March 2019 Click, Listen & Learn
programs: Surviving the Chinese Sword and How to
Deal with the MIRE… What is Required by 2026 are
now available for viewing in the Members’ Library.
For more information on APWA Click, Listen & Learn
programs, please contact education@apwa.net.
Conferences – 2019 PWX and North American Snow
Conference
In 2019, APWA will continue its long tradition of providing leading-edge information, education, networking, and
collaboration opportunities for public works professionals
via our premier conference events.
The North American Snow Conference will be held in Salt
Lake City, Utah, May 19-22, 2019 during National Pubblic Works Week. The Closing Keynote speaker for this
year’s Snow Conference will be former International
Space Station Commander Terry Virts. Virts’ National
Geographic book, View from Above, combines his best
photography from space with perspectives about life on
earth and our place in the cosmos.
The annual PWX will be held in Seattle, Washington, September 8-11, 2019. Rex Hohlbein, founder of facinghomelessness.org has accepted APWA’s invitation to be the
Opening Keynote Speaker. Check the conferences
webpages at www.apwa.net for updates on the education
and the networking opportunities that will benefit you in
your professional development and growth. Registration
for PWX is now open.

APWA eLearning Portal:
Our eLearning programs and courses are self-paced,
online training courses—featuring pre and postassessment tools, online presentations, reading assignments, practice exercises, and a course evaluation.
We will continue to provide strategic online educational
opportunities on subjects that are broadly utilized and support our existing programs such as the APWA Certifications, Public Works Institute, Emerging Leader Academy
and Accreditation programs. Moving forward, we are
working to enhance the structure of our courses, to ensure
quality and engagement for our learners. Additionally, we
are in the process of converting our online courses into
workshops (trainings in a box) and blended learning
courses, to offer increased flexibility and customization.
Chapters and agencies will be able to utilize these formats
for group training or workshops, which will empower
them with the resources that they need to ensure success.
To provide a wider range of delivery modes, we are
branching out to include additional delivery modes - such
as our blog, videos, podcasts, videos and PW Talks (Tedtype talks). This will allow us to remain on the cutting

edge of education and ensure that our content is timely and relevant to our members.
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Courses Currently Available through the APWA

Online Store:
• Construction Inspection 201: Project Management
• Ethics for Public Works Professionals
• Ethics for Public Works Supervisors
• Public Works Math 101: Calculating Concrete and
Asphalt
• The Habits of Highly Dysfunctional Leaders
(NEW!)
For more information on our eLearning programs,
please visit the program webpages listed above or
email us at education@apwa.net.
Emerging Leaders Academy
Applications for ELA Class XIII (2019-2020) are currently available. Applications are due no later than
Friday, August 2, 2019. Interested individuals can be
referred
to
the
website
www.apwa.net/
emergingleaders for application materials or additional
information.
For questions about ELA or for more information,
contact ela@apwa.net.

Season 1: Episode 1: Autonomous Vehicles in Lincoln, Nebraska
Season 1: Episode 2: Connected Vehicles in Phoenix,
Arizona
Season 1: Episode 3: Smart Cities in Greenville, South
Carolina
If you have questions on any of these programs, please
contact education@apwa.net.
Meetings
Upcoming Events:
PWX 2019, September 8-11, Seattle, Washington

2020 NORTH AMERICAN SNOW CONFERENCE,
April 19-22, Cleveland, Ohio
PWX 2020, August 30-September 2, New Orleans,
Louisiana
2021 NORTH AMERICAN SNOW CONFERENCE,
April 11-14, Grand Rapids, Michigan

Top Tech
The 2019 Top Trending Technologies in Public Works
were announced in the January Reporter.

PWX 2021, August 29-September 1, St. Louis, Missouri

The Top Trending Technologies for 2019 are:

2022 NORTH AMERICAN SNOW CONFERENCE,
April 10-13, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania

•
•
•
•
•

Smart Cities
Cybersecurity
Asset Management Technologies
Automated and Connected Vehicles
Augmented Reality

In support of APWA's Top Tech initiative, a new
webinar series called Talking Top Tech kicked off in
June 2018. This series consists of a panel discussion
format and focuses on looking at each of the identified
Top Tech through different lenses such as Public
Works, Consultants, Industry, Policy and Legislation,
and International. You may register for the following
programs for the Top Trending Technologies for 2019:
• Talking Top Tech: Cybersecurity Edition June 20 at

10am Central

• Talking Top Tech: Asset Management Technologies

Edition August 1 at 10am Central

• Talking Top Tech: Preparing for Implementation of

Automated/Connected Vehicles October 3 at 10am
Central
• Talking Top Tech: Augmented Reality Edition December 5 at 10am Central
Finally, get an up-close view of Top Tech at work via
the Roving Reporter Education Series.

PWX 2022, August 28-31, Charlotte, North Carolina
2023 NORTH AMERICAN SNOW CONFERENCE,
April 16-19, Omaha, Nebraska
2019 Snow Conference Registration Now Open! Please
visit: https://www.apwa.net/snow
2019 PWX Registration & Housing Now Open! Please
visit: https://www.apwa.net/pwx
Young Professionals Committee

The committee, comprised of nine individuals (one from
each Region), meets once a month on conference call on
the third Thursday of the month at 2 PM Central time.
Any chapter YP liaison is welcome to attend.
The Young Professionals Network, an informationdisseminating group of young members, meets to discuss
events that work, events that do not work, and to share
experiences with others involved in their chapter. At
present time Illinois and Indiana have no designated YP
liaison.
Contact Brad Patterson, bpatterson@apwa.net, or
Cate.Thompson@ads-pipe.com
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Tech Talk: A Quick List of Ongoing Projects
from the APWA Technical Committees
Overview of Current Projects
All technical committees are currently reviewing their technical area chapter of the Public Works Management Practices Manual.
Committee
Asset Management
(AMC)
Emergency Management
(EMC)
Engineering & Technology
(ETC)
Facilities & Grounds
(FGC)

Fleet Services
(FSC)

Leadership & Management
(LMC)

Solid Waste Management
(SWMC)
Transportation
(TC)
Utilities and Public Rights-of-Way
(UPROWC)

Water Resources Management
(WRMC)

Current Top 3 Projects
1. Asset Management Road Map
2. Asset Management Member Survey
3. Asset Management Definitions
1. ICS Pocket Guide Update
2. CLL Suspicious Activity Reporting
3. EM Jam at PWX
1. Joint Reporter series with LMC
2. AUVSI Collaboration
3. June Reporter issue
1. Certificate Program
2. Joint session at NASC with AMC/ ETC/TC
3. April Reporter Issue
1. Certificate Program
2. Demonstrating the Value of Your Fleet Management Program Publication Update
3. The Concise Manual for Calculation Public Fleet
Rates Publication Update
1. Benchmarking Project
2. Habits of Highly Dysfunctional Leaders APWA
Florida Expo presentation
3. Joint Reporter series with ETC
1. New Directors Toolbox
2. Publications Review: Responsible Solid Waste
Management and Solid Waste Pocket Guide
3. Phoenix Solid Waste Management Facility Blog
1. The Hole Story Publications Update
2. AV/CV Survey Results
3. Taking it to the Streets Publications Update
1. How to Manual for Utility Coordination
2. Small Cell CLL & Toolbox
3. Why Manage the Right of Way Publication Review
1. Stormwater Manual Update and Financing
Stormwater Utilities Publication Update
2. Water Resources Management YouTube
Playlists
3. Stormwater Summit at PWX
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APWA Technical Committees – Explained!
The American Public Works Association has several volunteer committees to assist in the management of the association and its work. The most substantial of these are the Technical Committees that deal with specific public works areas. APWA Technical Committees are the “centers of expertise” for the assigned subject areas, and their primary purpose is to provide direction and oversight to programs, services and products within the technical area of expertise in
support of the strategic plan and APWA goals and objectives.
Technical Committees are responsible for articles in every issue of the Reporter, PWX/Snow Conference presentations,
Click, Listen & Learn webinars, APWA Publications, and supporting APWA Certification programs for Fleet, Stormwater, Construction Inspection, and Public Works Supervision and Management.
Technical Committee Mission Statements:
Asset Management Committee
To support APWA members that operate, improve and maintain public works and infrastructure through advocacy,
education, resource development, and member engagement in the field of asset management.
Emergency Management Committee
To provide APWA members with resources and a forum for exchanging and developing ideas, knowledge, and technologies for mitigating from, preparing for, responding to, and recovery from all hazards (manmade and natural disasters). The committee also intends to foster recognition of public works' important role(s) in emergency management.
Engineering and Technology Committee
To encourage sharing and application of knowledge about engineering and technology and advancing these practices in
public works, pursuing APWA’s mission to develop and support the people, agencies, and organizations that plan,
build, maintain and improve our communities.
Facilities and Grounds Committee
The mission of the Facilities and Grounds Committee of the APWA is to provide APWA members with the resources
for exchanging and developing ideas, information, skills, knowledge, and technologies for the operation, management,
and maintenance of public buildings, grounds, and parks. The committee also recommends and advances APWA policies and positions concerning public facilities and grounds issues.
Fleet Services Committee
The Fleet Services Committee’s mission is to support excellence in fleet management, through advancing the leadership, education and promotion of fleet proficiency to APWA members, agencies and organizations.
Leadership & Management Committee
To advance Public Works Professionalism through research, application and advocacy of innovative leadership and
best management practices. To provide resources to public works professionals in management and leadership.
Solid Waste Management Committee
The Solid Waste Management Committee serves its members by supporting APWA's role as the recognized leader in
public works by providing its members with the resources for exchanging and developing ideas, information, skills,
knowledge, and technologies for the operation, management, and maintenance of solid waste facilities.
Transportation Committee
To provide APWA members with resources for exchanging and developing ideas, information, skills, knowledge, and
technologies for the advancement of APWA’s transportation objectives and to develop and promote environmentally
sound, sustainable, cost effective, and safe systems that enhance the livability and quality of life in our communities
through active public involvement.
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Utilities and Public Rights-of-Way Committee
Provides education and information raising awareness about utility-related issues and promoting the best use of the
public rights-of-way.
Water Resources Management Committee
On behalf of APWA members, we promote and provide education on best management practices for water resources to
achieve resilient and sustainable systems.
For more information, contact Sr. Education Manager Deanne Cross at dcross@apwa.net or 816-595-5216.
For Your Convenience
Below is contact information for each of the Technical Committees.
COMMITTEE

CHAIR

BOARD LIAISON

STAFF LIAISON

Asset Management Committee

Toby Rickman
trickma@co.pierce.wa.us

Jim Neal
jneal@charlestoncounty.org

Rita Cassida
rcassida@apwa.net

Emergency Management

Mark Ray
mark.ray@crystalmn.gov

Stan Brown
sbrown@cityofoakwood.net

Rita Cassida
rcassida@apwa.net

Engineering & Technology

Hesha Gamble
hgamble@greenvillecounty.org

Jim Neal
jneal@charlestoncounty.org

Matt Harper
mharper@apwa.net

Facilities & Grounds

Mark Whitfield
mwhitfield@milford-de.gov

Mary Joyce Ivers
mjivers@ci.ventura.ca.us

Matt Harper
mharper@apwa.net

Fleet Services

Darryl Syler
jsyler@dublin.oh.us

Mary Joyce Ivers
mjivers@ci.ventura.ca.us

Matt Harper
mharper@apwa.net

Leadership & Management

Chas Jordan
chasj@apwaflorida.org

Stan Brown
sbrown@cityofoakwood.net

Matt Harper
mharper@apwa.net

Solid Waste

Monica Bramble
mbramble@cityofnorthport.com

Lisa Rapp
lrapp@lakewoodcity.org

Matt Harper
mharper@apwa.net

Transportation

Carla Anderson
Carla.anderson@ks.gov

Kathleen Davis
davisk@wsdot.wa.gov

Rita Cassida
rcassida@apwa.net

Utilities and Public Rights-of-Way

Al Field
Al.field@alfield-assoc.com

Kathleen Davis
davisk@wsdot.wa.gov

Rita Cassida
rcassida@apwa.net

Water Resources Management

Kristina Ramirez
kramirez@killeentexas.gov

Lisa Rapp
lrapp@lakewoodcity.org

Rita Cassida
rcassida@apwa.net

Rich Berning, PE
APWA Region V Director
10 Beachview Lane
Springfield IL 62712
(217) 494-9946 (cell)
(217) 529-7833 (home)
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